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BOINZ Policy Response to Minister of Building and Construction’s 15 Legislative Positions 

BOINZ agrees with the principles of housing affordability and availability.  It supports efficient systems and process that deliver compliant and 
quality outcomes without putting undue risk on the consumer, the Building Surveyor or the Building Consent Authority.   

 Minister’s 15 distinct points BOINZ Position 
1 Commencing a major reform of the structure of the Building Consent 

system to improve efficiency and consistency across New Zealand. 
 

• The system is not inherently broken and is comparable with the top 
10 countries in the world for speed and ease of understanding of 
the rules.   

• Focus on design and construction inputs and accountability as 
primary targets. 

• Use data to support critical changes in the Building Consent 
process. BRANZ ModelDocs project showed LBPs were the prime 
generator of RFIs and hence system inefficiency.  

• Focus on education/competency. 
2 Removing barriers to overseas building products to increase 

competition and drive down prices for building products. 
 

• Unclear of what the problem is – 90% of product already imported. 
• Performance based building system allows use of international 

standards. 
• AS and VMs reference international and NZ standards. 
• International standards obtain ‘must accept’ status when 

referenced in AS and VMs.  
• Citing of overseas standards is not difficult, rather it is an MBIE 

process. 
• MBIE will need to resource the process for referencing a greater 

number of international standards, which will in turn create a 
smoother and more acceptable pathway for importers.   

• Importers need to understand the process of getting standards 
referenced and using standards without them being referenced in 
AS and VMs.   

• The risk without process of getting them referenced relies on the 
building consent process to evaluate if products are fit for 
purpose.  
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 Minister’s 15 distinct points BOINZ Position 
 

3 Increasing the use of remote inspections to reduce delays in the 
consenting process.  
 

• The Building Act currently enables Remote Inspections (RI).  
• The concept of RI increases risk of fraudulent, naïve and 

misrepresentation practices for BCAs. 
• RIs have a place in the BCA toolbox with appropriate processes 

and risk profiling.  
• BCAs need to maintain the ability to do F2F inspections.  
• Who funds the implementation and running costs?  
• Central Government should fund a national and consistent 

approach and system to RIs, given it is a Central Government 
directive.  

4 Allowing Granny Flats and other structures up to 60sqm to be built 
without a building or resource consent. 
 

• BOINZ supports housing affordability. 
• BOINZ supports consistent housing compliance to protect 

homeowners and occupiers.  
• Why should granny and renters be able to live in unverified 

houses? (Discrimination). 
• Approach does not protect homeowner or subsequent owners in 

terms of building compliance and quality (investment). 
• Granny Flats as proposed will create a 2-tier compliance status for 

residential properties.  
• Local Government will ultimately end up picking up compliance 

and quality issues (funding issue on ratepayers). 
• Network implications – pressure on existing infrastructure needs 

to be recognised and funded when Granny Flats are built. 
• Currently mortgages and insurance use CCC as evidence of 

building quality and durability. How will mortgage and insurance 
markets react without a CCC?  

• 60m2 allows for four people to live comfortably within this building 
structure.  

• Other structures of greater than 30m2 require a building consent 
without sanitary facilities.  
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5 Extending deadlines for earthquake prone buildings to give building 

owners certainty. 
 

• BOINZ supports in principle to allow better planning and the ability 
to fund and spread the costs.  

6 Reviewing the earthquake prone building legislation to ensure the 
settings effectively balance the risk of life safety with the real-world 
implications on building owners and communities. 
 

• BOINZ supports a review of the earthquake prone building 
evaluation system to ensure that the risk to people and property is 
not reduced and appropriately quantified.   

 
7 Holding careless builders accountable by looking to strengthen 

registration and licencing regimes, including penalties. 
 

• BOINZ supports enhancing registration and licensing regimes to 
deliver compliant and quality building outcomes.  

• BOINZ supports mandatory qualifications for builders.  
• BOINZ supports stronger powers to address substandard and 

underperforming builders.  
8 Exempting small building projects like home renovations from paying 

the building levy. 
 

• The building levy has a place to enhance better building and 
design outcomes.  

• The threshold should be regularly considered.  
9 Streamlining building consent changes by defining minor variations - 

meaning builders don’t need to formally amend a building consent for 
small changes like swapping out comparable building products. 
 

• Currently in place and operating. 

10 Making it possible to customise multi-proof designs, which are pre-
consented building consents with a fast-tracked approval process. 
 

• Variations in Multi-Proofs is currently standard practice and allows 
for a range of options within the Multi-Proof.  

 
11 Putting the spotlight on building consent delays by publishing building 

consent timeframes each quarter. 
 

• Publishing the data has largely proved BCAs perform within 
consent timeframes. This information is already available to MBIE 
via the IANZ audit reports, therefor created additional 
administrative burden to the BCAs 

• What is more important is the reason behind the delays, which are 
largely due to LBP performance when addressing RFIs, refer 
ModelDocs data and inspection failure rates and reasons. 

12 Cutting dam red-tape meaning small dam owners don’t have to comply 
with burdensome regulations. 

• Dams and the policy changes should be monitored to ensure 
outcomes produce efficiencies and avoid possible failures.   
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13 Investigating the impacts of the recent H1 building code changes to 
ensure the settings are balancing the impact of upfront costs with 
energy efficiency. 
 

• Evidence would suggest recent H1 changes are well researched, 
and they are still behind international standard requirements. 

• It is critical that any change doesn’t impact on long-term energy 
use and higher energy cost. 

• System needs to be flexible to ensure regional variations and 
climate are considered. 

14 Removing compliance costs for councils by reducing the frequency of 
competence assessments for building control officers. 
 

• Fully supported and already in place. 
• Initiated by BOINZ. 

15  Initiating a review into the fire safety provisions in the building code so 
we can better protect people and property.  
 

• Any review needs to take an integrated approach over the life of the 
building ensuring broad and inclusive perspectives to deliver clear, 
certain, consistent and cohesive building regulation for fire safety. 

• Integrated approach to achieve alignment across the following: 
• District Plans for infrastructure (e.g. firefighting water),  
• Building Act for new building work  
• Building Act for upgrading for alteration, change of use and 

extension of life of buildings 
• Building Act for the Building Warrant of Fitness (BWoF) regime 
• Fire and Emergency, for the management of evacuation 

schemes 
• National IQP register to standardise process, fees and ensure 

consistent competency requirements. 
• IQP complaints process 

 
 


